Document 1

This is an image of slaves dancing on the deck of the Henrietta Marie. They were often
forced to dance to entertain the crew members, and for exercise.

Where did these dancing rituals come from?
Were the slaves united in dance?

What would this “forced dancing” do to their identities towards their customs and
traditions?

Retrieved from:
http://www.melfisher.org/exhibitions/henriettamarie/middlepassage.htm

Also located in Amedee Grehans France Maritime published in Paris in 1855



Document 2

John Barbot, an agent for the French Royal African Company, made at least two voyages
to the West Coast of Africa, in 1678 and 1682.

Those sold by the Blacks are for the most part prisoners of war, taken either in fight, or pursuit,
or in the incursions they make into their enemies territories; others stolen away by their own
countrymen; and some there are, who will sell their own children, kindred, or neighbours. This
has been often seen, and to compass it, they desire the person they intend to sell, to help them in
carrying something to the factory by way of trade, and when there, the person so deluded, not
understanding the language, is old and deliver'd up as a slave, notwithstanding all his resistance,
and exclaiming against the treachery....

The kings are so absolute, that upon any slight pretense of offences committed by their subjects,
they order them to be sold for slaves, without regard to rank, or possession....

Abundance of little Blacks of both sexes are also stolen away by their neighbours, when found
abroad on the roads, or in the woods; or else in the Cougans, or corn- fields, at the time of the
year, when their parents keep them there all day, to scare away the devouring small birds, that
come to feed on the millet, in swarms, as has been said above.

In times of dearth and famine, abundance of those people will sell themselves, for a maintenance,
and to prevent starving. When I first arriv'd at Goerree, in December, 1681, I could have bought
a great number, at very easy rates, if I could have found provisions to subsist them; so great was
the dearth then, in that part of Nigritia.

To conclude, some slaves are also brought to these Blacks, from very remote inland countries, by
way of trade, and sold for things of very inconsiderable value; but these slaves are generally poor
and weak, by reason of the barbarous usage they have had in traveling so far, being continually
beaten, and almost famish'd; so inhuman are the Blacks to one another....

Source: John Barbot, "A Description of the Coasts of North and South Guinea," in Thomas Astley and John Churchill, eds., Collection of
Voyages and Travels (London, 1732). Retirieved from http:/www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/1.htm




Document 3

John Barbot, an agent for the French Royal African Company, made at least two voyages
to the West Coast of Africa, in 1678 and 1682.

The trade of slaves is in a more peculiar manner the business of kings, rich men, and prime
merchants, exclusive of the inferior sort of Blacks.

These slaves are severely and barbarously treated by their masters, who subsist them poorly, and
beat them inhumanly, as may be seen by the scabs and wounds on the bodies of many of them
when sold to us. They scarce allow them the least rag to cover their nakedness, which they also
take off from them when sold to Europeans; and they always go bare- headed. The wives and
children of slaves, are also slaves to the master under whom they are married; and when dead,
they never bury them, but cast out the bodies into some by place, to be devoured by birds, or
beasts of prey.

This barbarous usage of those unfortunate wretches, makes it appear, that the fate of such as are
bought and transported from the coast to America, or other parts of the world, by Europeans, is
less deplorable, than that of those who end their days in their native country; for aboard ships all
possible care is taken to preserve and subsist them for the interest of the owners, and when sold
in America, the same motive ought to prevail with their masters to use them well, that they may
live the longer, and do them more service. Not to mention the inestimable advantage they may
reap, of becoming christians, and saving their souls, if they make a true use of their condition....

Many of those slaves we transport from Guinea to America are prepossessed with the opinion,
that they are carried like sheep to the slaughter, and that the Europeans are fond of their flesh;
which notion so far prevails with some, as to make them fall into a deep melancholy and despair,
and to refuse all sustenance, tho' never so much compelled and even beaten to oblige them to
take some nourishment: notwithstanding all which, they will starve to death; whereof I have had
several instances in my own slaves both aboard and at Guadalupe. And tho' I must say I am
naturally compassionate, yet have I been necessitated sometimes to cause the teeth of those
wretches to be broken, because they would not open their mouths, or be prevailed upon by any
entreaties to feed themselves; and thus have forced some sustenance into their throats....

Source: John Barbot, "A Description of the Coasts of North and South Guinea," in Thomas Astley and John Churchill, eds., Collection of
Voyages and Travels (London, 1732). Retirieved from http:/www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/1.htm




Document 4

John Barbot, an agent for the French Royal African Company, made at least two voyages to the West Coast
of Africa, in 1678 and 1682.

As the slaves come down to Fida from the inland country, they are put into a booth, or prison,
built for that purpose, near the beach, all of them together; and when the Europeans are to
receive them, every part of every one of them, to the smallest member, men and women being all
stark naked. Such as are allowed good and sound, are set on one side, and the others by
themselves; which slaves so rejected are there called Mackrons, being above thirty five years of
age, or defective in their limbs, eyes or teeth; or grown grey, or that have the venereal disease, or
any other imperfection. These being set aside, each of the others, which have passed as good, is
marked on the breast, with a red- hot iron, imprinting the mark of the French, English, or Dutch
companies, that so each nation may distinguish their own, and to prevent their being chang'd by
the natives for worse, as they are apt enough to do. In this particular, care is taken that the
women, as tenderest, be not burnt too hard.

The branded slaves, after this, are returned to their former booth, where the factor is to subsist
them at his own charge, which amounts to about two- pence a day for each of them, with bread
and water, which is all their allowance. There they continue sometimes ten or fifteen days, till
the sea is still enough to send them aboard; for very often it continues too boisterous for so long
a time, unless in January, February and March, which is commonly the calmest season: and when
it is so, the slaves are carried off by parcels, in bar- canoes, and put aboard the ships in the road.
Before they enter the canoes, or come out of the booth, their former Black masters strip them of
every rag they have, without distinction of men or women; to supply which, in orderly ships,
each of them as they come aboard is allowed a piece of canvas, to wrap around their waist, which
is very acceptable to those poor wretches....

Source: John Barbot, "A Description of the Coasts of North and South Guinea," in Thomas Astley and John Churchill, eds., Collection of
Vovyages and Travels (London, 1732). Retirieved from http:/www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/1.htm




Document 5
Venture Smith

" THEN HAD A ROPE PUT ABOUT MY NECK"

Kidnapped at the age of six, Venture Smith was sold to the stewart on a slave ship and brought to
Connecticut. At the age of 31, after several changes of ownership, he purchased his freedom with money that
he earned by hiring out his labor and "cleaning musk- rats and minks, raising potatoes and carrots, and by
fishing in the night, and at odd spells." In order to purchase his wife and sons, he fished, sailed on a whaler,
ferried wood from Long Island to Rhode Island, and raised watermelons. Later, he actually became a
slaveholder, purchasing at least three slaves. At his death at the age of 77 in 1805 in East Haddam,
Connecticut, he left a hundred- acre farm and three houses.

I was received both by my father and mother with great joy and affection, and was once more
restored to my paternal dwelling in peace and happiness. I was then about six years old.

Not more than six weeks had passed after my return before a message was brought by an
inhabitant of the place where I lived the preceding year to my father, that that place had been
invaded by a numerous army from a nation not far distant, furnished with musical instrument,
and all kinds of arms then in use; that they were instigated by some white nation who equipped
and sent them to subdue and possess the country; that his nation had made no preparation for
war, having been for a long time in profound peace; that they could not defend themselves
against such a formidable train of invaders, and must therefore necessarily evacuate their lands to
the fierce enemy, and fly to the protection of some chief; and that if he would permit them they
would come under his rule and protection when they had to retreat from their own possessions.
He was a kind and merciful prince, and therefore consented to these proposals....

Source: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa (New London,
Conn., 1798; expanded ed., Hamden, Conn., 1896). Retrieved from:
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/4.htm




Document 6
Venture Smith

" THEN HAD A ROPE PUT ABOUT MY NECK"

Kidnapped at the age of six, Venture Smith was sold to the stewart on a slave ship and brought to
Connecticut. At the age of 31, after several changes of ownership, he purchased his freedom with money that
he earned by hiring out his labor and "cleaning musk- rats and minks, raising potatoes and carrots, and by
fishing in the night, and at odd spells." In order to purchase his wife and sons, he fished, sailed on a whaler,
ferried wood from Long Island to Rhode Island, and raised watermelons. Later, he actually became a
slaveholder, purchasing at least three slaves. At his death at the age of 77 in 1805 in East Haddam,
Connecticut, he left a hundred- acre farm and three houses.

He gave them every privilege and all the protection his government could afford. But they had
not been there longer than four days before news came to them that the invaders had laid waste
their country, and were coming speedily to destroy them in my father's territories. This affrighted
them, and therefore they immediately pushed off to the southward, into the unknown countries
there, and were never more heard of.

Two days after their retreat, the report turned out to be but too true. A detachment from the
enemy came to my father and informed him, that the whole army was encamped not far out of
his dominions, and would invade the territory and deprive his people of their liberties and rights,
if he did not comply with the following terms. These were to pay them a large sum of money,
three hundred fat cattle, and a great number of goats, sheep, asses, etc.

My father told the messenger he would comply rather than that his subjects should be deprived
of their rights and privileges, which he was not then in circumstances to defend from so sudden
an invasion. Upon turning out those articles, the enemy pledged their faith and honor that they
would not attack him. On these he relied and therefore thought it unnecessary to be on his guard
against the enemy. But their pledges of faith and honor proved no better than those of other
unprincipled hostile nations; for a few days after a certain relation of the king came and informed
him, that the enemy who sent terms of accommodation to him and received tribute to their
satisfaction, yet meditated an attack upon his subjects by surprise and that probably they would
commence their attack in less than one day, and concluded with advising him, as he was not
prepared for war, to order a speedy retreat of his family and subjects. He complied with this
advice.

Source: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa (New London,
Conn., 1798; expanded ed., Hamden, Conn., 1896). Retrieved from:
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/4.htm




Document 7
Venture Smith

" THEN HAD A ROPE PUT ABOUT MY NECK"

Kidnapped at the age of six, Venture Smith was sold to the stewart on a slave ship and brought to
Connecticut. At the age of 31, after several changes of ownership, he purchased his freedom with money that
he earned by hiring out his labor and "cleaning musk- rats and minks, raising potatoes and carrots, and by
fishing in the night, and at odd spells." In order to purchase his wife and sons, he fished, sailed on a whaler,
ferried wood from Long Island to Rhode Island, and raised watermelons. Later, he actually became a
slaveholder, purchasing at least three slaves. At his death at the age of 77 in 1805 in East Haddam,
Connecticut, he left a hundred- acre farm and three houses.

The same night which was fixed upon to retreat, my father and his family set off about the break
of day. The king and his two younger wives went in one company, and my mother and her
children in another. We left our dwellings in succession, and my father's company went on first.
We directed our course for a large shrub plain, some distance off, where we intended to conceal
ourselves from the approaching enemy, until we could refresh ourselves a little. But we presently
found that our retreat was not secure. For having struck up a little fire for the purpose of cooking
victuals, the enemy who happened to be encamped a little distance off, had sent out a scouting
party who discovered us by the smoke of the fire, just as we were extinguishing it, and about to
eat. As soon as we had finished eating, my father discovered the party, and immediately began to
discharge arrows at them. This was what I first saw, and it alarmed both me and the women, who
being unable to make any resistance, immediately betook ourselves to the tall thick reeds not far
off, and left the old king to fight alone. For some time I beheld him from the reeds defending
himself with great courage and firmness, till at last he was obliged to surrender himself into their
hands.

They then came to us in the reeds, and the very first salute I had from them was a violent blow
on the back part of the head with the fore part of a gun, and at the same time a grasp round the
neck. I then had a rope put about my neck, as had all the women in the thicket with me, and were
immediately led to my father, who was likewise pinioned and haltered for leading. In this
condition we were all led to the camp. The women and myself being pretty submissive, had
tolerable treatment from the enemy, while my father was closely interrogated respecting his
money which they knew he must have. But as he gave them no account of it, he was instantly cut
and pounded on his body with great inhumanity, that he might be induced by the torture he
suffered to make the discovery. All this availed not in the least to make him give up his money,
but he despised all the tortures which they inflicted, until the continued exercise and increase of
torment, obliged him to sink and expire. He thus died without informing his enemies where his
money lay. I saw him while he was thus tortured to death. The shocking scene is to this day fresh
in my mind, and I have often been overcome while thinking on it....

Source: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa (New London,
Conn., 1798; expanded ed., Hamden, Conn., 1896). Retrieved from:
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/4.htm
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Venture Smith

" THEN HAD A ROPE PUT ABOUT MY NECK"

Kidnapped at the age of six, Venture Smith was sold to the stewart on a slave ship and brought to
Connecticut. At the age of 31, after several changes of ownership, he purchased his freedom with money that
he earned by hiring out his labor and "cleaning musk- rats and minks, raising potatoes and carrots, and by
fishing in the night, and at odd spells." In order to purchase his wife and sons, he fished, sailed on a whaler,
ferried wood from Long Island to Rhode Island, and raised watermelons. Later, he actually became a
slaveholder, purchasing at least three slaves. At his death at the age of 77 in 1805 in East Haddam,
Connecticut, he left a hundred- acre farm and three houses.

All the march I had very hard tasks imposed on me, which I must perform on pain of
punishment. I was obliged to carry on my head a large glat stone used for grinding our corn,
weighing as I should suppose, as much as twenty- five pounds; besides victuals, mat and cooking
utensils. Though I was pretty large and stout at my age, yet these burdens were very grievous to
me, being only six years and a half old.

I was then taken a second time. All of us were then put into the castle [a European slave trading
post], and kept for market. On a certain time I and other prisoners were put on board a canoe,
under our master, and rowed away to a vessel belonging to Rhode Island, commanded by
Captain Collingwood, and the mate Thomas Mumford. While we were going to the vessel, our
master told us all to appear to the best possible advantage for sale. I was bought on board by one
Robert Mumford, steward of said vessel, for four gallons of rum, and a piece of calico, and
called Venture, on account of his having purchased me with his own private venture. Thus I
came by my name. All the slaves that were bought for that vessel's cargo, were two hundred and
S1xty.

Source: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa (New London,
Conn., 1798; expanded ed., Hamden, Conn., 1896). Retrieved from:

http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/4.htm




Document 9
Alexander Falconbridge
"THE MEN NEGROES...ARE...FASTENED TOGETHER...BY HANDCUFFS"

Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon aboard slave ships and later the governor of a British
colony for freed slaves in Sierra Leone, offers a vivid account of Middle Passage.

At these fairs, which are held at uncertain periods, but generally every six weeks, several
thousands are frequently exposed to sale who had been collected from all parts of the country for
a very considerable distance around....During one of my voyages, the black traders brought
down, in different canoes, from twelve to fifteen hundred Negroes who had been purchased at
one fair. They consisted chiefly of men and boys, the women seldom exceeding a third of the
whole number. From forty to two hundred Negroes are generally purchased at a time by the
black traders, according to the opulence of the buyer, and consist of all ages, from a month to
sixty years and upwards. Scarcely any age or situation is deemed an exception, the price being
proportionable. Women sometimes form a part of them, who happen to be so far advanced in
their pregnancy as to be delivered during their journey from the fairs to the coast; and I have
frequently seen instances of deliveries on board ship....

When the Negroes, whom the black traders have to dispose of, are shown to the European
purchasers, they first examine them relative to their age. They then minutely inspect their
persons and inquire into the state of their health; if they are inflicted with any disease or are
deformed or have bad eyes or teeth; if they are lame or weak in the joints or distorted in the back
or of a slender make or narrow in the chest; in short, if they have been ill or are afflicted in any
manner so as to render them incapable of much labor. If any of the foregoing defects are
discovered in them they are rejected. But if approved of, they are generally taken on board the
ship the same evening. The purchaser has liberty to return on the following morning, but not
afterwards, such as upon re- examination are found exceptionable....

Source: Alexander Falconbridge, An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa
(London, 1788). Retrieved from http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/7.htm




Document 10
Alexander Falconbridge
"THE MEN NEGROES...ARE...FASTENED TOGETHER...BY HANDCUFFS"

Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon aboard slave ships and later the governor of a British
colony for freed slaves in Sierra Leone, offers a vivid account of Middle Passage.

The men Negroes, on being brought aboard the ship, are immediately fastened together, two and
two, by handcuffs on their wrists and by irons riveted on their legs. They are then sent down
between the decks and placed in an apartment partitioned off for that purpose. The women also
are placed in a separate apartment between the decks, but without being ironed. An adjoining
room on the same deck is appointed for the boys. Thus they are all placed in different
apartments.

The diet of the Negroes while on board, consists chiefly of horse beans boiled to the consistency
of a pulp; of boiled yams and rice and sometimes a small quantity of beef or pork. The latter are
frequently taken from the provisions laid in for the sailors. They sometimes make use of a sauce
composed of palm- oil mixed with flour, water and pepper, which the sailors call slabber- sauce.
Yams are the favorite food of the Eboe [Ibo] or Bight Negroes, and rice or corn of those from the
Gold or Windward Coast; each preferring the produce of their native soil....

They are commonly fed twice a day; about eight o'clock in the morning and four in the
afternoon. In most ships they are only fed with their own food once a day. Their food is served
up to them in tubs about the size of a small water bucket. They are placed round these tubs, in
companies of ten to each tub, out of which they feed themselves with wooden spoons. These they
soon lose and when they are not allowed others they feed themselves with their hands. In
favorable weather they are fed upon deck but in bad weather their food is given them below.
Numberless quarrels take place among them during their meals; more especially when they are
put upon short allowance, which frequently happens if the passage form the coast of Guinea to
the West Indies islands proves of unusual length. In that case, the weak are obliged to be content
with a very scanty portion. Their allowance of water is about half a pint each at every meal. It is
handed round in a bucket and given to each Negro in a pannekin, a small utensil with a straight
handle, somewhat similar to a sauce- boat. However, when the ships approach the islands with a
favourable breeze, the slaves are no longer restricted.

Source: Alexander Falconbridge, An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa
(London, 1788). Retrieved from http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/7.htm
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Alexander Falconbridge
"THE MEN NEGROES...ARE...FASTENED TOGETHER...BY HANDCUFFS"

Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon aboard slave ships and later the governor of a British
colony for freed slaves in Sierra Leone, offers a vivid account of Middle Passage.

Exercise being deemed necessary for the preservation of their health they are sometimes obliged
to dance when the weather will permit their coming on deck. If they go about it reluctantly or do
not move with agility, they are flogged; a person standing by them all the time with a cat- o'
nine- tails in his hands for the purpose. Their music, upon these occasions, consists of a drum,
sometimes with only one head; and when that is worn out they make use of the bottom of one of
the tubs before described. The poor wretches are frequently compelled to sing also; but when
they do so, their songs are generally, as may naturally be expected, melancholy lamentations of
their exile from their native country.

The women are furnished with beads for the purpose of affording them some diversion. But this
end is generally defeated by the squabbles which are occasioned in consequence of their stealing
from each other.

As very few of the Negroes can so far brook the loss of their liberty and the hardships they
endure, they are ever on the watch to take advantage of the least negligence in their oppressors.
Insurrections are frequently the consequence; which are seldom expressed without much
bloodshed. Sometimes these are successful and the whole ship's company is cut off. They are
likewise always ready to seize every opportunity for committing some acts of desperation to free
themselves from their miserable state and notwithstanding the restraints which are laid, they
often succeed.

Source: Alexander Falconbridge, An Account of the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa
(London, 1788). Retrieved from http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/7.htm




Document 12
CHARLES BALL
"I ASSISTED...TO INTER THE INFANT"

During the early nineteenth century, some slaves continued to draw upon West African
religious customs in burying the dead. In this selection, Charles Ball, a slave in western
Maryland, describes a slave funeral:

I assisted her and her husband to inter the infant...and its father buried with it, a small bow and
several arrows; a little bag of parched meal; a miniature canoe, about a foot long, and a little
paddle, (with which he said it would cross the ocean to his own country) a small stick, with an
iron nail, sharpened and fastened into one end of it; and a piece of white muslim, with several
curious and strange figures painted on it in blue and red, by which, he said, his relations and
countrymen would know the infant to be his son, and would receive it accordingly, on its arrival
amongst them...He cut a lock of hair from his head, threw it upon the dead infant, and closed the
grave with his own hands. Hen then told us the God of his country was looking at him, and was
pleased with what he had done.

Source: Charles Ball, Slavery in the United States: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of
Charles Ball, A Black Man (New York, 1837). Retrieved from
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/23.htm




Document 13
PETER RANDOLPH

"THE SLAVE ASSEMBLE IN THE SWAMPS"

Peter Randolph, who grew up in slavery on a plantation in Prince George County, Virginia, received his
freedom in 1847 following his owner's death, and then served as an antislavery agent, a newspaper editor,
and as a Baptist minister in the North and in Canada. Following the Civil War, he served as minister in the
Ryland or Old African Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. This selection describes the disparity between
the version of Christianity that masters taught to the slaves and the version that slaves taught to themselves.

In Prince George County there were two meeting- houses intended for public worship. Both were
occupied by the Baptist denomination. These houses were built by William and George Harrison,
brothers...that their slaves might go there on the Sabbath and receive instruction, such as slave-
holding ministers would give. The prominent preaching to the slaves was, "'Servants, obey your
masters'. Do not steal or lie, for this is very wrong. Such conduct is sinning against the Holy
Ghost, and is base ingratitude to your kind masters, who feed, clothe and protect you...." I should
think, when making such statements, the slaveholders would feel the rebuke of the Apostle and
fall down and be carried out from the face of day, as were Ananias and Sapphira, when they
betrayed the trust committed to them, or refused to bear true testimony in regard to that trust.

Not being allowed to hold meetings on the plantation, the slaves assemble in the swamps, out of
reach of the patrols. They have an understanding among themselves as to the time and place of
getting together. This is often done by the first one arriving breaking boughs form the trees, and
bending them in the direction of the selected spot. Arrangements are then made for conducting
the exercises. They first ask each other how they feel, the state of their minds, etc. The male
members then select a certain space, in separate groups, for their division of the meeting.
Preaching in order, by the brethren; then praying and singing all round, until they generally feel
quite happy. The speaker usually commences by calling himself unworthy, and talks very slowly,
until, feeling the spirit, he grows excited, and in a short time, there fall to the ground twenty or
thirty men and women under its influence. Enlightened people call it excitement; but I wish the
same was felt by everybody, so far as they are sincere.

The slave forgets all his sufferings, except to remind others of the trials during the past week,
exclaiming: "Thank God, I shall not live here always!" Then they pass from one to another,
shaking hands, and bidding each other farewell, promising, should they meet no more on earth,
to strive and meet in heaven, where all is joy, happiness and liberty. As they separate, they sing a
parting hymn of praise.

In some places, if the slaves are caught praying to God, they are whipped more than if they had
committed a great crime. The slaveholders will allow the slaves to dance, but do not want them
to pray to God. Sometimes, when a slave, on being whipped, calls upon God, he is forbidden to
do so, under threat of having his throat cut, or brains blown out.

Source: Peter Randolph, Slave Cabin to the Pulpit (Boston, 1893). Retrieved from
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/24.htm




